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Band of |
locals |

will play
in D.C.

Connick to headline
at White House

By Katy Rackdahi
St writer

Thie evening, the White
House ballroom might sound
Hke a northern outpost of Snag
Harbor.

Planigt and crooner Har-
ry Connick Jr., a New Orleans
native, the annual
Governars Ball with his big band.
He'll elose out his performance
with & number played with four
Jjazz players who live in the New
Orleans Musicians’ Village:
drummer trumpet-
er Shamarr Allen, tenor saxo-
phonist Calvin Johnson, Jr. and
singer Al Johnson, wha wrote
the Mardi Gras classic “Carnival
Time."

The ball is for state executives
visiting the city for a National
Governors Assoclation meet-
ing. Amony those who will be in
attendance are Gov. Bobby Jin-
dal and his wife, Supriya.

See MUSIC, B-2

Group
wants to
start new

charter

Metairie school
could open in Aug
By Barri Bronston
East Jefferson biresy

A nonprofit group hased at
Louisiana State University is
m?nlgu open 4 science and
teehnology eharter school in Jef-
ferson Parish.

‘The Pelican Educational Foun-

dation, which manages Abram-
son Science & Technology in
and Kenil-

jazz funeral was

held Saturday
for the Aints paper
bags, led by Glen
David Andrews
and the Baby Boye
Brass Band. The
bags were born in
1980, when the
Saints’ 1-15 sea-
son prompted fans
to hide their faces,

FANS R.LP. THE BAGS

PROTOS BY RUSTY COSTANZA / THE '\—PEAWNE
Iray Nabatoff of New Orleanss marches in a jazz funeral on Rampart Street in New Orleans on Saturday.
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Saturday. Themeralwasmbrammiuufmenemamdeﬂ.mmnmmam
has a Vince Lombardi trophy, it was time to bury the symbol of Saints’ losses,

Theriot

vows to

eliminate
2 top

Housecleaning in Jefferson
ish's bedraggied t

s government
will continue as interim Presi-
dent Steve Theriot vowed last
week to wipe out two administra-
tive jobs close to the president’s
inner elrele.

Should the Parish Coun-
cil agree, the move would make
room in this year's belf-tightened

| budget for two new watchdog

positions thut Theriot proposed.
Streamlining the executive
staff is a highlight of several
reforms Theriot hopes to install
to combat Jefferson's history of
patronage and rambling buresu-
eracy. They come in answer to
the angoing seandal that has
wracked the parish and left
former Purish President Aar-
on Broussard's administration
under federal investigntion.

Problems arose in Novem-
ber after disclosures that Brous-
sard's chief administrator, Tim
Whitmer, had parish contrac-
tesrs mnel public agencies as insur-
ance clients. Sinee then, investi-
@ators have extended their reach
to include the parish payroll and
other ments.

Broussard resigned Jan. §;
his chief administrative officer,
Tim Whitmer, resigned four days
m'ﬁ:!'

Theriot's proposal take
aﬁeet.mmmldbnwom
tive nssistant positions eurrenthy
filled by close friends of Brous-
sard: D.J. Mumphrey, Kenner's

former fire chief, and Jimmy
Lawson, who served on the Par-

Drug kingpin arrested, police say

S Entama
ring investigated

From staff reports
Authorities investigating
8 drug-trafficking ring sus-
pected of shipping high-grade

marijuana from California and
Atlanta to the New Orfeans area
have arrested the operation’s
alleged kingpin and seized more
than 5 pounds of pot und other
substances, aceording o Louisi-
ana State Police.

Puul Cattoche, 57, of New
Orleans, was wrrested Wednes-
day In Atlanta at one of at Teast
five loeations in Louisiana and
Georyia where state and federal

agents exceuted search war-
rants as part of a probe that
began last month, Trooper
Melissa Mautey suid in a news
release issned late Friday The
sites were not identified.

Three others also were
arrested, Matey said. None of
their names was immediately
released.

During their investiga-
tion, authorities seized about 5

pounds of high-grade hydropon-
i¢ marijuana with an estimated
street value of $4.700 per pound,
Matey said.

Louisiana suthorities on
Wednesday seized a small
amount aof hydroponic marijus-
na, hashish, prilocyhin mush-
rooms and sbout $5,000 in cash,
while agents in Atlanta also
seized marijuana and money,
she said,

ish Council with Broussard in the
1970s,

Lawson and Mumphrey
couldn't i be reached
Friday for comment. Theriot and
Deputy Chief ing Officer
Bert Smith said the two assis-

tanta planned to stay until their
Jobs sunset — on April 3 at the
earliest.

Broussard hired Lawson as an
sslstant lust summer at & start-
ing salury of $87,000, He now
makes $61,360, payroll records
show: In a similar position, Mam-
phrey was annually making
$111,279 in June and now makes
$116,843 in the current fiscal
year, aecording to parish records.
‘The executive assistant job had
& cap of $31,700, but Mumphrey
had previously served in a higher
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