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St. Charles Ave.
church honors
new pastor

8¢, Charles Avenue Baptist
Church, 7100 St. Charles Ave.

far the event is

aptist
bury, Mass., and the founding
pastor of Bescon Light Baptist
Church of New Orleans, The ser-
viee will be held in the sanctuary.
Norvell will welcome m the

tor of Berean Baptist ('lum:h of
Harrisville, R.1., as the speak-
er for Sunday’s 11 am. worship
serviee,

A West Virginia native, Nor-
vell holds from Marshall
University of Huntington, WVa.,
and Colgate Rochester Croz-
er Divinity Sehool of Rochester,
N & has served churches in
Athens, WV, and Lincoln, R.I,

m hiz wife, is an art-
fst, teacher and a stay-at-home
migther, Thelr children are Sen-

TED JACKEON./ THE TIMES-PICATLNE

Lyle Henderson leads members of the Pinnacle Gospal Choir in a verse of "Oh, Happy Day’ during a mesting Jan. 19 at ignatius
Chapei on the Loyola campus. Among the members present were, from left, Candace Ransom, Darian
Nathan Weathersby, Karen Hence, Lyle Henderson, Veronica Downs-Dorseay, Veronica Brown and Eamiesha Lott.

Choir adds local flavor to Disney film

Singers pu gospel
fouches in Randy
Newman song

By Timothy Martinez
Conributing writes

For members of the Pinna-

cle Gospel Choin, the first time
they were asked to participa:

ty and holds doetorate degrees
from Emory and Drew universi-
ties. His 20 years of pastoral min-
iatry include service at Calvary

Church in Chester, Pa.,
Eheremr qu Chureh in Bos-
ton and others.

Formerly the Kelsey-Owens
Professor of Black Ministries
and assistant of ethics
st Andover Newton i
School, Jones servesnow as an
adjunct professor of ethies and

preaching.

“The Jaz=z of
to Preach with Great F‘medum
and Joy” is one of Jones”
works on ministry and preach-
ing, He hus served on various
religlous and civie committees at
the local and national level

‘The church is located at street-
car stop No. 39 on St. Charles
Avenue, All are invited to attend.
For information, call the church
office at 504.861.9514 or visit
www.seabe.org.

sbanrans

Bloria E. Johnson, wife of the late
Chastor A. Johnson and member of
Edgewater Baptist Church, 5900
Puris Ave,, recently shared a sto-

ry about meeting Martin Luther
KLngJ:- for the first time at her
own wedding reception.

Johnson wed her husband in
1953 at Unlon Bethel AME.
Church, 2321 Thalis St., before
traveling to ¥, Ala,
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in the Disney film “The Prin-
cess and the Frog,” they were
eager and In disbelief,

“When [ first got that call,
1 thought it was a joke,” said
Derian DeCoux, a professional
backup singer.

For the local New Orleans
choix, it was not a joke. A
ducer of the film had asked
them to add local flair to “Dig a
Little Deeper” u song written
by mlulri:m ]l.amdy Newman.

le Gospel Choir;
mh has pnrfnrmtd off und

on for more than 10 years, has
come together numerous times
to do special events, conven-
tions and parties. But choir
organizer Lyle Henderson
said the film is by far the larg-
est honor:

“It was almost surreal.”
suid Henderson, who by day
i the office manager for the
chemistry and physies depart-
ment at Loyola University, “Tt
Was a great appormrm for us
and un opportunity to allow
New Orleans to shine.”

DeCoux, Gerreida Davis,

Their jnvolveément in the
fitm came about from Hen-
derson’s longtime professional
relationship with trumpeter
Terence Blanchard, who had
previously wurked in the studio
with Henderson, Blanchard,
director of the Thelonious
Monk Institute of Jazz on Loy-
ola's campis, already had been
cast to play music in the Dis-
ney film and recommended the
ehoir when producers needed

Judges
impressed
by science

projects

Abramson bost
second annual fair

By CJ. Lin
Contrtuting witer

You'll save more gas if you

ings presented at the second
annual selence fair at Abramson
Seience and Technology Charter
School In eastern New Orleans,
which drew 100 projects from
sixth-th thrau:g 11th-grade
studenta,

and behavioral
tal seience,

“The reporis are brilliant and
ahsolutely well done,” sid state
Sen, Ann Duplessis, D-New
Orleans, who helped present
awards to the students, “T am
very happy to know that we're

envirommen-

See CHOIR, Page 2
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'Laura Bush helps local schools rebuﬂd ]Jbrarles

She visits high school
check in band

By Mary Rickard
Contributrg weer

Bangd members in
guld uniforms formed a drum
line at John MeDonogh Senior
H\gh Sehool last, Friday, thunder-

former First Lady
Laurx Bush as she presented
more than §1 million in grants
to 23 Gulf Coast sehaol libraries,
inchuding 15 loeal schools.

To date, the Lawra Bush Foun-
dation for America’s Libraries
has donated more than $5,7 mil-
lion to Gulf Coast schoal libraries
to help replace books drﬂ.myed
by Hurrieanes Katrina, Rita
Ike. Hers is the largest ruun-
dation henefiting American
libraries.

“Reading and books are the
reasons my foundation exists,
they're the reasons that I'm
here today st John McDonogh,”
I}u;h told students, faculty and
from several Galf

See STEWART, Page 2

Coast schools assembled in the
auditorium. “And I just wanted
to say that 1 didn't actually bring

books. But § broaght checks.”

Sinee its founding in 2003,
i's foundation has grant-
2 million to 1.245 schools
in 50 states. The Gulf Coast
has recefved special attention
because it lost 50 much, said Pam
Willeford, foundation chairwom-
an and former ambassador to
Switzerland and Liechtenstein

“We are especlally fortu-
nate to have her passion — her
paesion for reading, for litera-
ey, for schools, for school brar-
iex and especially for students,”
said Willeford, a former Dallas
schooltescher who was appointed
by then-Gov. George W. Bush to
serve on the Texas Higher Edu-
eation Coordinating Board.

Laurn Bush has visited the
Gulf Coast 30 times rinee Hur-
rieane Katrina, eight times on
hehalf of the foundation. This is
her first trip since her hushand
left the White House.

“She was very specific with
me,” said Willeford about the
direction Bush gave her. “She
told me that even though they
were out of ington that did
not mean it was the end of her
convern for what was happening
in the Gulf Coast — that meant
that our work down hers was not

"

As a result of fivoding follow-
ing Hurrieane Katrina, John
McDonogh lost its entire col-
lection, 13,000 valumes. In Feb-
ruary 2007, the school library
reopened with & basic collection
provided by the Recovery School
District, in addition to donations
from individuals and libraries
scross the country.

Bush quoted the grant applh-
cation submitted by Brenda
Chapital, M:Donugh ‘s librar-
inn: “The reopening of the schoal

students and faculty members,
reading books allowed them to
take a detour from their ‘new
normal’ and venture into differ-
ent worlds and experiences. This
hibliography was needed to help
them heal, focus and get back an
track. So much was lost during
the storms and personal libraries
and favorite books were among
the lost.”

Bush noted that 90 percent
of the 2009 class grmiuaied

.. I'm proud of the
great progress that you all have

See BUSH, Puge 2
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Former First Lady Laura Bush, lef, shares a laugh with John
McDonogh High School senior Darrion Crawford during her visit to

the school Friday.
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MLK DAY
MARCH

New Orteans celebrated Martin

Luther King Jr. Day on Jan, 18 with
amarch beginning at City Hall and
ending at the King statue on South
Claiborne Avenue, The event fea-
twred politicians, marching groups
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